




Jobs for Parents Promotion Night – 31/8/07

IMPACT, through the Bundaberg & District Chamber of Commerce, teamed up with Busy at
Work, Skill Centred Queensland, Sarina Russo Job Access, NEATO Employment Services and
Mission Australia to promote parents returning to the workforce. The evening was sponsored
by the Australian Government as part of JOBS FOR PARENTS MONTH.

A networking night was held at IMPACT as the venue for the Chamber’s “Fridays” event. The
event was aimed at potential employers and its purpose was to encourage them to see the
benefits of employing parents who have been out of the workforce while they raised their
children to school age. The employers were encouraged to think outside the square in creating a
flexible workplace that would be attractive to parents.

Judi organised some very impressive presentation folders (featuring our own Peta & Braydon as
a parent returning to work). The folder contains information from each of the organisations
involved in this promotion and is still available for anyone interesting in finding out about
the recruitment, training & traineeship services available to employers and parents
seeking work in the Bundaberg area.

Guest speakers for the evening were clients of NEATO Employment Services, Sonya
Wilkinson, owner of Forrest Nursery and her employee Tracey Seaborn. Both women spoke
of the benefits of employing parents, such as maturity, experience and reliability. Sonya
discussed the benefits from an employer’s perspective and Tracey spoke of the improvements to
her lifestyle which has included improved self-esteem and added income to support herself and
her teenage son.

The evening was very convivial and presented many opportunities for guests to network.

As a result of the evening vacancies from a local employer were sourced. Parents currently
undertaking training in IMPACT’s Advanced Reception course will be referred to these positions.

The evening was very successful, professionally presented and very well received.
Congratulations to all IMPACT staff, Bundaberg’s PAGES members and Chamber guests for a
great event.
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