
HIGHLIGHTS

☺Australia Day Honours List for Barbara Matt
☺Training Feb – May 2008
☺Sharon finds IMPACT a new team member
☺Graduation of the Bundaleer Bush Tucker Project

February has been an exciting month at IMPACT, particularly with the celebration of Barbara
Matt’s Australia Day Award for her tireless community volunteering work.
This month also saw a special graduation celebration of our Bundaleer Bush Tucker Work for
the Dole activity which created a bush tucker walk and outdoor learning centre at the Tom
Quinn Community Centre. It certainly wasn’t without it’s dramas with furniture washed into
the river, mud and debris everywhere but it all worked out well in the end. IMPACT and the
staff of the Tom Quinn Community Centre being able to welcome 50 guests including a great
many elders from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
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☺ Barbara Matt Named in Australia Day Honours List

Pat Anthony chats with award
winner Barbara Matt

Dorothy Cox and Alan
Cuthbertson in discussion at

the afternoon tea

IMPACT Board member Kev
Hickey (2nd from left) chats with

staff Bob Broom, Andrea Bax
and Chris Martin

Barbara Matt, chairperson of IMPACT Make Your Mark’s Board of
Directors, has been honoured by being named in the Australia Day
honours list for her long term service to the community.
Barbara has been involved in the organisation for 23 years, all on a
voluntary basis. In the past she has also dedicated her time and skills to
the Bundaberg and District Domestic Violence Service as well as being a
board member at Bundaberg Enterprise Centre.
Receiving the honour for this contribution to the community was a real
surprise for Barbara and she is encouraging more people to volunteer their
time and skills.
Mrs Matt said being a volunteer offers many things and can be rewarding.
“I think it gives you perspective in your own life,” she said. “If you think
things are bad you only have to see or hear the lot of other people who
are really struggling in our society to realise how difficult it is for some
people.”
An afternoon tea was held at IMPACT in Barbara’s honour to celebrate
her achievements and acknowledge and thank her for her 23 years of
dedication to the organisation.

Thanks to the BUGLE for reproduction of this article

SPOTLIGHT ON…..
Barbara Matt Honoured for
Service to the Community

Board Members Gwen Coulthard, Paul Olsen,
Bruce Moller, Mike Rennie, CEO Dorothy Cox,
and Kev Hickey congratulate Chairperson
Barbara Matt

Insert -Absent Board Members
Mary Wilkinson & Ron Hickman





☺ Bundaleer Bush Tucker Celebrations

Rain Mud and Floods
Didn’t deter the enthusiasm of participants completing IMPACT Make Your Mark’s Bundaleer
Bush Tucker Work for the Dole work experience activity at the Tom Quinn Community Centre
in Bundaberg. They had built an outdoor learning site, complete with a cooking pit, tables
and chairs as well as planting a bush tucker area with pathways and stairs. All this work
was devastated by not one but two floods in 2 weeks. After the first flood everyone got
stuck in and put everything back together, only to have it washed away by the second
flood.

Energy and determination from all of IMPACT Make Your Mark’s Work for the Dole
participants as well as everyone at the Tom Quinn Community Centre meant the site was
restored and ready for the project’s graduation ceremony which took place on Friday 15
February.

Lynet Patterson, IMPACT’s Work for the Dole program administrator, said that a major
contributing factor to the success of the project was that the participants had very quickly
taken ownership of the program and adopted a “make it happen attitude”. “Their
attendance has been excellent and they have gained construction and horticultural skills. I
have also seen an increase in their confidence” she said.

This activity provided an opportunity for local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
jobseekers to participate in a culturally focused activity, giving them the opportunity to
acquire some of the skills necessary to gain employment. One of the younger participants
agreed that the activity had helped him “keep his feet on the ground, keep out of trouble
and learn something new every day”. He has already volunteered for the next project
because this is the first time he has ever successfully completed a project and he is eager
to continue the momentum and maintain the purpose in his life to ensure he is successful
in starting full time employment.

The overall success of the program is obvious from the number of participants who went
onto employment or further education. Six full time positions, one participant gained casual
work and another seven either moved into further training or are getting ready to start.

A new project has commenced this week “Beerarlem” which will also include an opportunity
for participants to create their own artefacts, learn to build rock retaining walls, basic
carpentry as well as extend the Bundaleer Bush Tucker Walk. If you know anyone interested
in being involved please phone Sue or Lynet on 4153 4233.

The Work for the Dole Program is an Australian Government Initiative




